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n her way o the may-
or's kilchen cabine!
maeeling, Jone Drscoll

stops to chot with o cluster of
skateboarders who gather ot
noon on the City Holl steps.
The director of the Mayor's
Youth Office pals one boy's
nead and compliments a gifl's

| earings.

| nity ond Economic

Driscoll climbs the marble
steps Inside City Hal ond
rushes 1o the lunch in a brightly
prinfed billowing wil and a
pink Tshirl, o belated Mother's
Day gift from her doughter that
says, “insanity Is heredilary.
You get it from your kids." Dris-
coll wears another giff on the
ring linger of her left hand — a
garmet and diomond ring —
token of affection from Mayor
Bernard Sanders.

Sanders passes her, head-
ing down the stairs. They ex-
change discree! smiles and os
Sanders hurles by, he gives
Driscoll @ playlul nudge wilh
his right elbow. She continues
on her way.

Driscoll enters the Commu-
Devel-
opment Oftice and sits of o
ioble with Sanders’ secrelary,
Linda Niedweske, assistant city
atlomeys John Fronco ond
Greichen Balley, consiable
Dovid Clavelle and devel
opment director Peter Clo-
velle. Sanders joins the group
wiih his lunch and os they
munch from brown bogs, the
group discusses oppoiniments,

| budge! requests and lssues be-

fore upcoming meelings of the
Board of Aldermen. The closed
meeling Is Informal, cllowing
ecch member o chance fo
leamn what Ihe ofhers are
doing ond fo add suggestions
about issues outside thelr pur-
view,

This summer Driscoll's major
concern is o contioversial feen
center planned for Memorial
Auciforium. But she also voices
opinions on the school budget,
housing development and oth-
or topics that afect city chil-
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Jane Driscoll makes point during weekly brown bog lunch meeting of aides close to Mayor Bernard Sanders.

dren. Although Driscoll's office
operates on relatively meager
funds, her presence af the
weekly kiichen cabine! meel-
ings reveals her brocdening
Influence ot City Hall.

“Jane's views are volued,
not in proportion 1o the size of
her office’s budgel,” says
sancers

Since Sonders wos elecled
In 4984, Driscoll hos become
the mayor's companion, confl-
donfe ond connection o the
clty’s youth. She has tumned her
City Hall office into o gathering
place for leen-agers, who she
says have rarely found a voice
in govemment. Driscoll’s office
has launched many projects: o
aay-care center In Memorial

a

her accomplishments remain
controversial

‘Al the beginning, o ot of
people questioned whether |
was a politicl llobility,” Dris-
coll says. "1 wasn't judged just
on my performance.

Driscoll ond Sonders say
they prefer 1o keep thek pri-
vate lives private and Driscoll
backs away from the question
obout whether the two are
plonning 1o marry. She holds
up the fing on her hand, It
aoesn't signiy anything o be.
It signifies what Is."

Questions about favoritism
from the mayor constantly
plogue her. Whenever the
Youth Office proposes o new
preject, such as the Memorial

pro-
duced by leen-ogen and o
summer work comp for infemao-
tional youth.

For the las! three yeors, the
National Conference of Mayors
hos honored Burlington's youth
progroms ond Driscoll credits
her office for the awards. Bul as
on Infuentiol member of the
Sanders odminisiralion,  Dris-
coll, her projects, the souice of
her power ond the measure of

youth cenler, occu-
sofions of cronyism and inop-
propricle polificking sudace
omong the oppasition

“If | was to appoin! my wife
10 @ paying b, would that be
inoppropriaie?” asks  Alder:
man Paul Lofayette, D-Ward 5.
“Now she (Driscoll) is a girl-
friend. Bul how much closer
con you get? I'm nol saying
she's no! quolified. Bul the
mayor's no different thon any

ofther guy. He's pulting people
oround him thot he's comfort-
able with. ¥ that's not cron
yism, what Is?"

onaers and Driscoll met

In 1981 during o mayoral

election debate In the
Unitarian Church, ananged by
Driscoll who was working af the
King Streel Area Youlh Pro-
grom.

‘“He blew everybody
oway,” she says about that first
encounter. “To me. he embo-
dled a lol of things people
believed. | fold him he had my
vole.”

While

Driscoll  wasn't

like Sanders, she aid find his
poltical views 1o be the high-
ot form of democracy. I have

as the govemorship is ihe right
1hing for the mayor 1o pursue is
somelthing Driscoll isn't sure of
yet. "For us it would lake a lo!
more thinking,” she says. “Il's
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