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the New North End ond the
South End have nowhere for
chiidren to go offer school.
“But you're oking the laxpay-
ers’ money 10 bring kids down-
fown for entertainment. My
phiiosophy i hat neighbor-
hood centers ore the answer.”

Ofher crifics fear that ony
project might wither if Driscoll
should leave office. Sue Luck,
senior program direcior for
youth ond fomilies al the
YMCA, says thot the Youth Of
fice's direct line lo the mayor
offen leaves ofher groups out
of the running when funding
offers arise.

“I'd hote 1o see any youlh
development fied to on od-
ministrotion o any sort of poll-
fics that might die. That would
hurt the kids of this city a lof,"
Luck says. “The YMCA s on old
Institution. We're going 1o be
around a long, long time.”

Ofher Youlh Office projects
have sparked debale. Laost
year, the Youth Office cpened
the Burliington Chlidren’s
Space. o day-core cenfer for
40 chiidren ond nfants which
provides services for slicing-
scale lees, 1o allow chila-care
for low Income fomdles. The
cenler has become an auton-

Jone Driscoll and Mayor Bernard Sanders chat at Trinity College in Jonvary of 1982,

“She’s not a particularly good bu-
reaucrat. On occasion she’s offended
people, but I'm not sure that’s a bad

thing.”

Bernard Sanders

omous, non-profit
Driscoll sifs on the cenlers
board of trustees.

Creating the cay-care cen-
ter wos one ol Driscoll's hard-
oit fought batfles, It fook
nearly two years of wiangling
with aldermen 1o receive the
seod money. Members of the
day-care communily sold the
plon for o sliding-scole pro-
@ram for Indants, which requires
a caretaker for every inree
chidren, would never make
onough money 10 survive. The
recent announcement by ihe
Elizobeth Luna Home Ithat It

care progrom bears oul. the
precanious noture of such pro-
Jects.

But Sue Kuniz, director of the

“Whenever you do some-
fhing diterent, like siiding fees,
they say it's Impossible,” Dris-
coll says. “Now a lof of people
ore lalking cboul doing the
same thing. If's having a ripple
eflect."”

The Youth Office publishes
the Queen City Special once

— more than $5.000 through
May — wiih odverlising reve-
nues, Driscoll says, while the
res! of the money comes irom
1ne Youlh Ofice budge.

Much of the paper Is de-
. voled 1o previews and reviews
" of local fock groups and cultu-

ral events. The paper also has

kids @ voice. I'm concemed
about youlh empowerment
Unless they have a voice, they
have no power.”

The Youlh Office recently

nized o job recruling program
for orea youlhs and business-
®s. In the winter, I operates
Operation Snowshovel, em-
ploying students fo clear snow
from the homes of Buriinglon's

needy siderly.

The Youth Office has put on
the annual Battie of the Bands.
teen concers In Batiery Park, a
New Yeors Eve leen donce,
roller skating Irips for hundreds

he phone rings and I's a kid, |
take It. M I's on odull. | tell
them io leave a message.”

Before Sanders created the
Youth Office, chiidren often
were overlooked by cily gov-
enment, Driscoll says. Their
problems were handled by pri-
vate groups, schools or ihe
porks department. City Hall
served os a slte for adult activ-
itles: registering deeds. pur-
chasing marrioge  licenses,
requesling zoning changes.

Driscoll sees 0 special need
for teen progroms. “Adoles-
cence s one of the roughest
sloges people 9o Ihrough in
lite,” she says. “I's often very
lonely. I've noticed that adulls
will do everything for chilaren
1o moke fhem happy. but
when they gel logelher wih
teen-ogers, i's Iike they don't
know how fo ok (fo each omn-
en.”

Driscoll has arawn heat for
foking stands on lssues that foll
outside the Youth Office’s aus-
pices. $he speaks oul of
school budge! hearings, Board
ol Aldermen hearings and
even on Intemationol Issues.
One of her earliest joumeys
info the spotlight arose after
an emolional speech she de-
livered 1o Aldermen following
a lakk by o Cothollc octivist
from Norihem kelond whom
Driscoll supporied.

“I was surprised of the
amount of press | gol, but i
was inferesting 10 568 how sev-
en minutes of Impassioned
speaking could create such o
stir,” she says. "If It were yes-
ferday, I'd do I again. | deli-
nitely lemper what | say now,
though. My feelings about the
school department ore much
stronger than what | say pub-
wely.”

Sonders says: "She’s nol o
particularly good bureaucrof.
On occasion she's oflended
people, but I'm nol sure thal's
a bod thing.”

Driscoll says a Iife outsice
polllics atiracts her. She lolked
about faking @ six-month vaco-
fion in Ireland. Becoming o
jounaiist interests her loo. She
Is an edltor of The Progressive,

the Youlh Office will endure
after her departure from City
Hall; she doesn't want 1o work
there forever.

Belore the last moayorol
election, Sonders ogonized
over wheiher 10 fun or not. He
nas hinled obout his aspl-
rations for higher ofice such as

Dris-

the govemorship. Would
coll fokow him eisewhere?



