April Opening Planned for The Chi

Basement of Auditorium
To Meet Day-Care Need

real tricky area,” said Kate Nelli-
gan, director of the day-care center
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per child, Driscoll said.
“We intend to use the commu-

ingrained in our society that there's
fun and there’s learning and that
they're separate,” she said ‘“What
we want to do is promote learning
as a way of life, and a great way of

life.

At least half of the children at
the Children's Place must be from
low- and moderate-income

meet the guidelines of the
| grant. The center's sliding
scale, the only such flexible rate

of
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Jane Driscoll shows model of layout for basement of Memorial Auditorium.

the city, will range
weekly. Fixed fees will

from $40 to §50

Idren’s Place

Ethan Allen suggested the Board of
Aldermen turn the basement of the
city-owned auditorium into a com-
munity center, with a corner ded-
icated to day care

But Bernard Sanders had just
been elected mayor, and his coali-
tion on the board was fragile, said
Ken Sachs, former director of
Ethan Allen and a board member
of the Children's Place.

“The political winds at the time
weren't right,” he said. Ethan Al-
len, which had a sliding-fee scale
and cared for many low-income
children, closed in September 1982

Driscoll, however, continued to
entertain the idea of a basement
day-care center. As the voluntary
director of the mayor's youth of-
fice, she said, she began to become
aware of the need for improved
child care. She also began to realize
that day-care providers were ter-
ribly underpaid.

Driscoll and Gale Wheeler, plus
Kathy Hibbert and Joanne Clavelle,
who were helping to reorganize the
mayor's women's council, began
outlining a plan for the center. In
November 1082, Driscoll presented
their plans to the committee that
would recommend how that year's
community block grants be allo-
cated. Some of her presentations
led to stormy meetings, she said

“We had to put all our energy
just into the battle over it,” Driscoll
said. “There were a couple espe-
cially vicious meetings.”

Committee members questioned
how a day-care center would limit




