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very stresstul being In politics
There's been no decision yet.'

Driscoll ond Sanders be-
came personal companions at
Q viciory party the night offer o
recoun! confimed Sonders’
eleclion fo mayor. “That's
when | gol 1o know him In o
different capacily, en a sociol
basis,” Driscoll says.

Driscoll joined o task force
on youth crealed by Sanders
shorfly afiter e election. She
s00n fook control of the group
ond esioblished o working
relgtionship with Sanders.

riscoll, 34, credils her
tenacious nature 1o her

healthy  Irist

upbringing. Like Sanders. Mary
Jone O'Meara Driscoll was
born In Brooklyn. From child-
hood, she wanted 1o work with
children and this urge inten-
sfiec after she gave birth fo
ner first doughter.

She oftended the University
of Tennessee in 1968, but lett
school one and o hall years
loter 1o marry her high school
sweethear!, David Driscoll. Al
fer stints In Brookiyn and Virgin-
o, where he worked
International  Business  Ma-
chines Comp, fthe couple
come to Vermoni in 1975.

“1 heord cboult Vermont
h Mother Eorth News,'”
Driscoll recalled on a recent
affernoon while sitting in City
Hall Park, her eyes as blue as
furquoise, her hair curling
down 1o her shoulders. I re-
member thinking It was o grect
ploce with fown meetings
where your decisions counted.
As 500N 03 0 job opening (lor
my husband) come up, | was
fori.”

The Driscolls lived on o farm
In Milon. They raised goals,
built thelr own bamn ond o
pool. They had three children:
Heother, now 14, Carino, 10,
and David, 9. They also cared
for 13 foster children ond Dris-
coll says she became a foster
gronamother at oge 29

Driscoll's marrioge broke up
In 1978. She moved 1o Burling-
fon and worked of o siring of
human services jobs, Including
time with the Burington police
Juvenile dwision and as @ com-
munily orgonizer for the King
Street Area Youlh Progrom. .
It seemed natural to get In-
volved In polifics,” she says.

Driscoll now lives with her
chiidren o few blocks
from Sanders in Burington’s
South End. For enjoyment,
Sonders and Driscoll'go fo din-
ner, shopping, movies or bowl-

“I heard about Vermont through

Mother Earth News.

I remember

thinking it was a great place with
town meetings where your decisions

counted.”

Jane Driscoll

ing. Often they spend their
time away from City Hofl talk-
Ing about work, Driscoll ex-
plains.

“He discusses everything
with me.” she says. ""He thinks
oboul young people in the
clty. You can't say that about
all he cldermen. Bemie’s a-
ways coming up with ideas.
Somelimes 1co many. That's his
bent of mind

‘‘Bernie’s and my
relationshio Is bullt on frusl,
respect ond understanding,'
she says. “Whal more can yo!
ask for?”

hrough 1981, Driscoll
sorved Buringlon os o
volunteer. In fhe next
yeor, she recelved $4,900 os o
youlh councll coordinator. In
1983, Sonders requested thot
the position be fully salaried.
The Youth Office coordinator’s
pos! was nol adverlised and

. no oppliconts were consic-

ered oside from Driscoll,
occording 1o Sanders.

“The office thal exisled was
her creation,” says Sonders.
“$he had done it on o volun-
feor basls. | wos asking ond
recelved from the Boord of Al-
dermen financial support for

the work she had done.”

The Adermen opproved
Driscoll’s appointment, funding
the Youth Office with $30,000
In Community Block Devel-
cpment Gran! funds. Driscoll
now earns $22,000 a year rom
c folol office budgel of
$55050. Of that, $40,000
comes from city coffers while
$45,050 is derived from oulside
sources such os: licket soles for
the Bottie of the Bands, odver-
tising revenues fom the Queen
City Special , tultion

because he believes Driscoll
has proven her qualifications
for the |ob. He cltes the fact
that she basically volunteared
het time for two years and bullt
the office from scraich bedore
recelving an Income from the
city.

“Whot most people |udge
Isn't whether somebody Is o
friend of the mayor — which |
don't deny — bul whether
somebody Is doing a good job
or nol,”" Sanders says. "If Jone

to Summer City Compus
classes and small donalions.
Around the fime Sanders re-
quested o salary for Driscoll,
he oiso proposed a salory for
the director of the Mayor's
Council on the Ans. In that
cose, oldermen demanded
that the post be advertiied.
Doreen Kraft, a friend of Sond-
ors who hod previously volun-
teared as arts council dreclor,

wasnt al her job
and she was hired becaouse
she was my frlend. that charge
(of cronylsm) would have
stuck. But It hasn'L.”

Driscoll asserts ihal skepli-
cism about recelving speciol
favors from the mayor has di-
minshed os she has bull o
successiul frock record. She
cloims, In foct, that Sonders
offen scrutinizes her funding
requests more than those from

was 1he only for the other . benaing
$15.500 position. over backward 1o avold the
Sonders came Info office oppearance of Jmpropriety.

“He decides the
And when my office comes up
| con't look ot him os somecne
special,” Driscoll says. “¥ any-
thing, | get less than others. No,
that's not true. but | teel that
way.”

Sanders adds, “1 fry 10 freql]
her requests as objectively o |
con. Examinations of alloce-
flons toward her office Indicale)
that we're as light with 1hat
office as any In the city. | might
also add thot she's been o
successiul gathering funding
from the outside — from pd
vale funding sources — os
through city funding. An objec
five look of what she's accom-
plished would indicate she's
done an excellent job in her
own way

Sanders says Dilscoll's -
come, which doesn’l provide
heaith ond pension benefis, s
In Bne with other city posts. Bul
some direclors of youth facii.
fies around the city say that
Driscoll’s salary ks high for ths
field. The Sora Holbrook Com-
munity Center runs preschool
after-school and summer pro.
groms for children. Sara Ho-
brook dwecior Moggle Green
eams $15,680, accoraing o
the center's financial
stalement.

Yol Driscoll soys she Oe.
serves her compensation. she
points oul that Ray Tanguay
direcior of recreation for Ihe
city Parks and Recreation De
partment, eams §29,053 for his
youth-oriented Job, "I dent
come fo work of 8 ond lecve
ol 4:30," she says. "1 work o-
most all the lime, excep! when
I'm with the kids or alone with
Bemie. | work 0 good 60 hou's
a week. Everybody In the ok
fice is Ihal way. "

“Working with the Yeuth Of-
fice isn't just the Youth Office,
Driscoll says later. “1 woulcn!
have stayed on with no pay
and o lof of fuskration ¥ |
wasn'! part of something big:
@er, if | wosn'l porticipating In
overall policy making.’

n a recent moming o
'dozen leen-agers
gathered In Driscol’s

office near Clty Hall's Church
Sheel sleps lo make sugge:
fions for the proposed youln
center. The students ol e
meeting brought their skote
boards and ghefto Dbioser:
Some of the boys wore earfngs
and Mohawk hawcuts. Some of
the girs wore pantoloons ond
grafitti-covered  T-shits. One
boy enlered the City Hall office
by through a window
over the steps. After the meel
Ing, mony of the kids per
formed dances for the public
on the City Hall Park Iawn.

The youth cenler meeling
verged on anarchy. The kids
spent as much fime chewing
gum ond cracking |okes o5




